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 Ordinance Serial No. 26-091 
  

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 26-150 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY APPROVING 

THE LAND CLASSIFICATION OF A BOROUGH-OWNED PROPERTY (TAX ID 

27N05W18A001) NEAR MILEPOST 123 OF THE PARKS HIGHWAY AS RESERVED 

USE LAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF A SHOOTING RANGE. (MSB008307) 

  

 

AGENDA OF:August 4, 2026  

ASSEMBLY ACTION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ACTION REQUESTED:  Introduce and set for public hearing. 

 

Route To  Signatures 

 

Originator 

7 / 2 0 / 2 0 2 6

X P e t e r  B u r t o n

S i g n e d  b y :  P e t e r  B u r t o n  

Land & Resource 

Manager 

7 / 2 0 / 2 0 2 6

X J o e  M e t z g e r

S i g n e d  b y :  J o e  M e t z g e r  

 

Department Director 

7 / 2 0 / 2 0 2 6

X J i l l i a n  M o r r i s s e y

S i g n e d  b y :  J i l l i a n  M o r r i s s e y  

 

Finance Director 

R e c o v e r a b l e  S i g n a t u r e

X C h e y e n n e  H e i n d e l

S i g n e d  b y :  C h e y e n n e  H e i n d e l  

 

Borough Attorney 

7 / 2 1 / 2 0 2 6

X N i c h o l a s  S p i r o p o u l o s

S i g n e d  b y :  N i c h o l a s  S p i r o p o u l o s  

 

Borough Manager 

7 / 2 1 / 2 0 2 6

X M i c h a e l  B r o w n

S i g n e d  b y :  M i k e  B r o w n  

 

Borough Clerk 

7 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 6

X L o n n i e  M c K e . . .

S i g n e d  b y :  L o n n i e  M c K e c h n i e  

 

ATTACHMENT(S): Map (1 pp) 

   Best Interest Finding (3 pp) 

   Public Comment (7 pp) 

   Planning Commission Resolution 26-15 (2 pp)  

   Ordinance Serial No. 26-091 (2 pp) 

    

SUMMARY STATEMENT:   

This ordinance is at the request of Assemblymember Bernier. 

 

The Land and Resource Management Division(LRMD) has identified a 

Borough-owned parcel for classification as Reserved Use – Shooting 
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Range.  

The 129-acre subject parcel, being Tax ID 27N05W18A001, is located 

on the west side of Parks Hwy at approximately mile post 123. LRMD 

proposes to classify a portion of this parcel as Reserved Use Lands 

for future potential development as a shooting range 

 

An inter-department review was conducted, and public notice has 

been completed in accordance with MSB 23.05.025. There are no 

objections from inter-department review. There are three 

respondents from the public noticing.  

 

The Planning Commission adopted Resolution Serial No. 26-15 on 

July 20, 2026, recommending Assembly approval of this land 

classification.  

 

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION: 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly approval of the land 

classification as set forth in the attached Best Interest Finding 

and Ordinance Serial No. 26-091.  





MSB008307, Best Interest Finding  Page 1 of 3 IM No.  26-150 
  Ordinance Serial No.  26-091 

BEST INTEREST FINDING  

For the 

Classification of Borough-owned Land 

 

I. Summary of Proposed Action 

 

In response to Assembly direction, the MSB Land & Resource Management Division (LRMD) 

has identified a Borough-owned parcel for classification as Reserved Use - Shooting Range.  

 

The 129-acre subject parcel, being Tax ID 27N05W18A001, is located on the west side of Parks 

Hwy at approximately mile post 123. LRMD proposes to classify a portion of this parcel as 

Reserved Use Lands for future potential development as a shooting range. A vicinity map is 

attached to assist with the location of the parcel.   

 

II. Property Site Factors 

 

A.  Location:  The subject parcel (Tax ID 27N05W18A001) is located west side of Parks 

Hwy at approximately mile post 123. The subject parcel is located in the Trapper Creek 

Community Council. 

 

B.  Legal Descriptions:  27 North, 05 West, Section 18, Tract A ASCS 89-9, Plat 96-24  

 

C.  Land Status: Acquired by Patent 15575, Book 160, Page 139, 11/25/1996, Talkeetna 

Recording District. 

 

D.  Restrictions: 

1.  Land Classification – Currently Classified as Resource Management and 

Watershed 

 

2.  Land Use Plans – The property lies within the boundaries of the Chultina River 

NRMU 

 

3.  Title Restrictions – State of Alaska reserved all oil, gas, and mineral rights.  

 

4.  Covenants – None 

 

5.  Zoning – None 

 

6.  Easements & Other Reservations – None 

 

E.  Current Land Use: Currently limited use, used for remote property access.  

 

F.  Surrounding Land Use: Surrounding properties are public lands. Chultina Bluff Trail 

located on the east side of Parks Hwy meandering as close as 1500’ feet from parcel. 

Four private remote properties that access their property from this parcel exist 

approximately ½ mile to the west.   

 

G. Existing Infrastructure:  None 
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H.  Soils & Terrain: The majority of the parcel is composed of Strandline-Spenard-Kroto 

complex.  

 

I.  Resources: There is no specific data on resources for this parcel.   

 

J.  Assessment: The 2026 assessed value of the entire 129-acre parcel is $52,100.00.  

 

III. Review and Comments  

 

The parcel has undergone departmental review.  Such review includes historical data, topography, 

access, adopted Borough plans, desirability of location, land value, and highest and best use of 

land.  Inter-department review revealed no objection to the proposed classification. 

 

Public notice was conducted in accordance with MSB 23.05.025. Public comments were received 

from three individuals in response to the public notice. Public comment highlighted concerns with 

the ability to continue to use this parcel to access remote properties, as well as concerns with a 

shooting range being disruptive due to noise or lead pollution.  Public comment is attached to this 

document. 

 

On July 20, 2026, the Planning Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 26-15 

recommending the Assembly approve of an ordinance classifying a portion of land located in tax 

account 27N05W18A001 as Reserved Use Lands for the purpose of a future shooting range 

facility.  

 

 

IV. Analysis & Discussion 

 

The parcel is within the South Subunit of Chulitna River Natural Resource Management 

Unit(NRMU), adopted October 2019. Under the Chulitna River NRMU, upland areas, except 

those designated as a water resource, are classified as Resource Management Lands. LRMD 

proposes to classify an approximately 80-acre portion of the subject parcel as Reserved Use Land 

– Shooting Range to allow for the potential development of a future shooting range that will not 

impact existing recreation and remote property access.   

 

Classification of Borough lands for reserved use is consistent with the Borough’s Policy to create 

an asset management plan. Classification of this land will inform the public that this land could 

be the location for a future shooting range. The land classification will require Assembly 

approval. 

 

The classification for the parcel is a portion of the parent parcel. Surveying and subdividing the 

parcel by a plat or waiver subdivision prior to development may be desirable but is not required 

while the Borough owns the parent parcels.  
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V. Administrative Recommendation 

  

The Community Development Department, Land & Resource Management Division respectfully 

requests Assembly review of the classification of a portion of Tax ID 27N05W18A001 as 

Reserved Use Land – Shooting Range as shown on the attached Vicinity Map. 

 

MSB 23.05.100(A)(13) defines “Reserved Use Lands” are those lands which have been transferred 

assigned, or designated for present or future public use, or for use by a government or quasi-

government agency, or for future development of new town sites, or for future expansion of 

existing public uses.  

 

Authority: Classify land MSB 23.05.005, 23.05.100 
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Adopted:       

    By:  P. Burton       

 Public Hearing: July 20,2026        

Action:  

         

 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 26-15 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE CLASSIFYING A PORTION OF 

27N05W18A001 AS RESERVED USE LAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF A SHOOTING 

RANGE (MSB008307).   

 

WHEREAS, a portion of tax parcel 27N05W18A001, lying west of 

Parks Hwy is proposed for land classification for purpose of 

reserving land for a future shooting range site; and   

WHEREAS, the attached Best Interest Finding provides 

information specific to the parcel to include proposed purpose, 

land classification, map, and public comments; and 

WHEREAS, a Borough inter-departmental review was conducted, 

along with a 30-day public notice in accordance with Title 23 and 

Land and Resource Management Policy and Procedures adopted by the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and 

WHEREAS, through land classification, the parcel identified 

for specific future purpose which cannot be changed without 

Assembly approval. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Planning Commission hereby recommends Assembly approval of 
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Adopted:       

land classification for a portion of tax parcel 27N05W18A001, lying 

west of Parks Hwy as “Reserved Use Lands – Shooting Range” for 

purpose of future shooting range facility.  

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 

this - day of -, 2026. 

 

 

                                    ___________________________ 

Richard Allen, Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Lacie Olivieri, Planning Clerk    

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

 

YES: 

 

NO: 
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NONCODE ORDINANCE Sponsored By: Assemblymember Bernier 

 Introduced:08/04/26 

 Public Hearing: 

 Adopted: 

 

 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 26-091 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY APPROVING 
THE LAND CLASSIFICATION OF A BOROUGH-OWNED PROPERTY AS RESERVED 
USE LAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF A SHOOTING RANGE. (MSB008307) 

 

WHEREAS, the intent and rationale are contained within the 

Information Memorandum No. 26-150 and the Best Interest Finding 

attached thereto; and 

WHEREAS, borough-owned land shall be classified in accordance 

with Title 23, and such classification shall be used as a tool to 

identify and guide future development of such land; and 

WHEREAS, land classification cannot be changed without 

Planning Commission review and Assembly approval; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission adopted Resolution Serial 

No. 26-15 recommending the Assembly approve the land 

classification.  

BE IT ENACTED:  

Section 1. Classification.  This Ordinance is a noncode 

ordinance. 

Section 2. Acceptance and Appropriation Source. Assembly 

hereby approves the land classification of a portion of tax parcel 
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27N05W18A001, lying west of Parks Hwy as “Reserved Use Lands – 

Shooting Range” for purpose of future shooting range.     

Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect 

upon adoption.  

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this day of 

, 2026. 

 

                                    ___________________________ 

 EDNA DeVRIES, Borough Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

LONNIE R. McKECHNIE, CMC, Borough Clerk    

 

(SEAL) 
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