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NONCODE ORDINANCE Sponsored By: Assemblymembers Sumner, Fonov,  

               and Bernier 

                       Introduced: 

                   Public Hearing: 

                          Adopted: 

 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 26-056 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
ESTABLISHING THE BOARD FOR ADVISORY REVIEW OF KENNEL STANDARDS 
(“BARKS”) AS AN ADVISORY BOARD TO REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
REGARDING KENNEL LICENSING AND ENFORCEMENT. 

 

WHEREAS, the intent and rationale of this ordinance are found 

in the accompanying Information Memorandum No. 26-094 

BE IT ENACTED:  

Section 1. Classification.  This Ordinance is a noncode 

ordinance. 

Section 2. Creation of Committee. An advisory body to be 

called the Board for Advisory Review of Kennel Standards (“BARKS”) 

is hereby established. 

Section 3. Membership. There will be five (5) members of the 

board. The board shall consist of a chairperson, a vice-

chairperson, and three additional members who are citizens of the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough. The provisions of MSB 4.05.071 and MSB 

4.05.110(A) do not apply to the board. The Mayor shall appoint the 

chairperson, vice-chairperson, and three additional members, 

subject to Assembly confirmation. As feasible, the Mayor is 

encouraged to give preference to mushers and kennel owners for 

appointment to the board, but all members shall be appointed for 
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their expertise and knowledge, shall represent the entire borough, 

and are subject to Assembly conformation. 

Section 4. Duties and Limitations of the Board. 

1) The board will perform a review of borough code related to 

kennel licensing and enforcement. The board may also perform a 

review of administrative policies and procedures of the Animal 

Care Division related to the execution, monitoring, and 

enforcement of borough code related to kennel licensing and 

enforcement. 

2) The board is empowered to make recommendations to the 

Mayor, Assembly, and Manager as to changes to borough code related 

to kennel licensing and enforcement, as well as any administrative 

policies and procedures of the Animal Care Division related to the 

execution, monitoring, and enforcement of borough code related to 

kennel licensing and enforcement.  

3) The board shall have advisory functions only, and shall 

not otherwise act, individually or collectively, as a borough agent 

or entity. 

4) Board meetings are open to the public and all meetings 

will have opportunity for public comment. Nothing in this section 

limits the ability of any person to submit written comments to the 

board. 

5) Board meetings will be held at least monthly but may be 

held as frequently as decided by the members or upon the call of 
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the chair. 

6) The board members are not entitled to compensation or 

reimbursement. 

Section 5. Staff to the Board. The Borough Manager will assign 

staff to the board to perform support functions including, but not 

limited to, attending board meetings, taking minutes of the 

meetings, working with the Borough Clerk to properly notice 

meetings, and distributing board materials during the meetings. 

Staff will provide the board with any borough records or materials 

the board requests unless there is a written opinion by the Borough 

Attorney’s Office that such records or materials are not public, 

or providing the records or materials unduly risks compromising 

the Borough’s legal position as to any potential issue. The Borough 

Clerk shall obtain the schedule of meetings and ensure advertising 

the meeting of the board. Staff are not voting members of the 

board. 

Section 7. Report and Recommendation. The board will prepare 

a written report with any recommendations of the board, and the 

Chair of the board will present the report to the Borough Mayor, 

Assembly, and Manager no later than December 15, 2026 unless the 

Borough Assembly extends the date by motion, resolution, or 

ordinance. 

Section 8. Effective date and expiration. This ordinance 

shall take effect upon adoption. This ordinance, and the board, 
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will expire on December 15, 2026 unless the Borough Assembly 

extends the date by motion, resolution, or ordinance. 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this day of 

, 2026. 

 

                                    ___________________________ 

 EDNA DeVRIES, Borough Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

LONNIE R. McKECHNIE, CMC, Borough Clerk    

 

(SEAL) 


