MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 20-155

SUBJECT: APPROVING AN APPROPRIATION OF $625,000 FROM THE WEST LAKES
FIRE SERVICE AREA FUND BALANCE, FUND 249, AND APPROVING THE SCOPE
OF WORK AND BUDGET FOR PROJECT NO. 45200, FUND 405, TO PURCHASE
AND UPGRADE A BUILDING FOR A NEW WEST LAKES FIRE STATION.

' AGENDA OF: August 4, 2020
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MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: Introduce and set for public hearing.
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SUMMARY STATEMENT:

Annexation of properties on and near W. Susitna Parkway has created
a sizeable distance from any existing fire station. Residences
within a fire service area that are farther than five road miles
from a fire station incur not only delayed emergency services but
also increased homeowner’s insurance premiums. Emergency call
volume is increasing in the W. Susitna area as roads are developed
and homes are built and an additional station in the West Lakes
Fire Service Area would serve the best interest of borough

residents by providing a quicker response of emergency fire
services.

The cost to develop borough owned parcels in W. Susitna Parkway
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target area is too great (at approximately 2.5 mil.) and does not
serve the best interest of the borough. The parcel of interest is
for sale and includes developed and useable area and is located on
W. Susitna Parkway within the area of need. It includes a
preexisting steel 3 Bay building with a developed well and septic
system, and needs but few upgrades to utilize it as a fire station.

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION:

The administration recommends approval of the attached
legislation, which will approve an appropriation of $625,000 from
the West Lakes Fire Service Area Fund Balance, Fund 249, and
approve the scope of work and budget for project No. 45200, Fund
405, to purchase and upgrade a building for a new West Lakes Fire
Station.
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

FISCAL NOTE
BRgenda Date: August 4, 2020

SUBJECT: Approving an appropriation of $625,000 from the West Lakes Fire Service Area Fund
Balance, Fund 249, and approving the scope of work and budget for Project No. 45200, Fund

405, to purchase and upgrade a building for a new West Lakes Fire Station.

ORIGINATOR: Ken Barkley
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