
MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 23-002 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AMENDING MSB 17.55 TO ALLOW STRUCTURES TO BE BUILT WITHIN 75 FEET 
OF A WATERBODY. 

AGENDA OF: December 20, 2022 
ASSEMBLY ACTION: 

MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: Refer to Planning Commission for 90 days. 

APPROVED� MICHAEL BROWN, BOROUGH MANAGER
Y.
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Route 
To: 

Department/Individual 

Originator - Planning 
Director A. '5-f � v..t
Community Development 
Director 

Public Works Director 

Borough Attorney 

Borough Clerk 

Initials Remarks 

ATTACHMENT(S): Fiscal Note: YES NO X 
Shoreland Setbacks Analysis & 
Recommendation (1999) (23 pp) 
Planning Commission Resolution 23-
Ordinance Serial No. 23-002 (6 pp) 

SUMMARY STATEMENT: 

pp) 

This ordinance is at the request of Assembly Members Yundt and 
Tew. 

A 75-foot waterbody setback was originally adopted in 1973 by 
assembly ordinance. The setback was briefly lowered to 45 feet in 
1986 and again increased to 75 feet by voter initiative in 1987. 

Over the years, hundreds of homes have been constructed in 
violation of the 75-foot waterbody setback ordinance. Most of the 
construction went undetected due to lack of any permitting 
requirement for development within the Borough. Additionally, when 
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violations are discovered, there is no easy or inexpensive remedy 

to the violation. 

This ordinance allows structures to be built within 75 of a water 
body as long as long as they are built and designed in accordance 

with plans developed by a structural engineer. Nothing in this 

ordinance affects setbacks from property lines or public 

easements, including to-and-along easements. 

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION: 

Staff recommends the assembly refer this ordinance to the Planning 

Commission for review for 90 days. 
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