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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 26-010 

 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY TO 

ENTER INTO A LEASE WITH CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS 

FOR A COMMUNICATION SITE LOCATED AT 5182 N. PITTMAN ROAD, WASILLA; 

AND TO CLASSIFY A PORTION OF THE SUBJECT PARCEL AS GENERAL PURPOSE 

LANDS. (MSB007983)  

 

AGENDA OF:January 6, 2026  

ASSEMBLY ACTION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ACTION REQUESTED:  Introduce and set for public hearing. 

 

Route To  Signatures 

 

Originator 

1 2 / 1 7 / 2 0 2 5

X S u z a n n e  R e i l l y

S i g n e d  b y :  S u z a n n e  R e i l l y  

 

Division Manager 

1 2 / 1 7 / 2 0 2 5

X J o e  M e t z g e r

S i g n e d  b y :  J o e  M e t z g e r  

Department Director 

1 2 / 1 8 / 2 0 2 5

X J i l l i a n  M o r r i s s e y

S i g n e d  b y :  J i l l i a n  M o r r i s s e y  

 

Finance Director 

1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5

X L i e s e l  Z a n t o  f o r  C H

S i g n e d  b y :  L i e s e l  Z a n t o  

 

Borough Attorney 

1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5

X S h a n n o n  B o d o l a y  f o r  N S

S i g n e d  b y :  S h a n n o n  B o d o l a y  

 

Borough Manager 

1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5

X M i c h a e l  B r o w n

S i g n e d  b y :  M i k e  B r o w n  

 

Borough Clerk 

1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5

X E s t e l l e  W i e s e  f o r  L M

S i g n e d  b y :  E s t e l l e  W i e s e  

 

ATTACHMENT(S): Fiscal Note (1 pp) 

   Location Map (1 pp) 

Site Plan (2 pp) 

Appraisal Finding (1 pp) 

Planning Commission Resolution 25-29 (2 pp) 

Best Interest Finding (4 pp) 

Lease Agreement (27 pp) 

Ordinance Serial No. 26-007 (2 pp) 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT:   

An application was submitted by Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon 

Wireless pursuant to MSB 23.10.080 to lease a portion of Borough-

owned property (behind Fire Station 7-2). The purpose of the 

request is to construct, install, maintain, repair, operate, and 

manage a cellular communication site with a tower up to 125 feet 

in height.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

The applicant is requesting a 10-year lease with two five-year 

renewal options for approximately 900 square feet (30’ x 30’) to 

build and operate a cellular tower.  The subject parcel is 2.01 

acres and is the location of Borough Fire Station 7-2.  Access is 

offered through the existing fire department driveway and parking 

lot. In addition, a utility easement will be established to provide 

electricity to the leased site (see attached site plan). 

Construction will include a tower, cabinet, and other structures 

necessary for cellular operations, that would be managed by Cellco 

Partnership, aka Verizon Wireless (Lessee). 

 

A Best Interest Finding is completed and attached. The area behind 

the fire station is vacant, with no other plans for use.   

 

An appraisal was performed by third party appraisers of Black-

Smith, Bethard & Carlson, LLC to determine fair market rent of the 

subject site.  As of October 23, 2024, the fair market rent for 

the 900 square foot site is stated to be $1,000 per month/$12,000 

per year with 3% annual escalations.  The Lease also calls for the 

lessee to pay any assessed property taxes. Collocations by third 

parties are each subject to an additional fee of $200 per month. 

The Mat-Su Borough has negotiated collocation for Borough 

Department of Emergency Services emergency communication equipment 

on the subject tower at no additional cost.  

 

Public notice was provided in September 2025 in the Frontiersman, 

by mail to surrounding residents, community council, required 

boards and assembly members, and was posted on the Borough website.  

Following this notice, no public comments were received. The 

Department of Emergency Services confirmed that they are agreeable 

to the request.  

 

AUTHORITY: 

MSB 23.10.030(C) requires Assembly approval by Ordinance of any 

lease greater than 10 years in length. 

 

MSB 23.05.030(G) requires that a Best Interest Finding shall be 



Page 3 of 3 IM No. 26-010 

 Ordinance Serial No. 26-007 
  

completed when disposing of, exchanging, or otherwise conveying an 

interest in real property at less than fair market value.  A Best 

Interest Finding is attached hereto, though compensation for this 

lease is at fair market value. The Planning Commission will review 

the classification on January 5th under Planning Commission 

Resolution 25-29 and will provide a recommendation for the 

Assembly’s January 6th meeting. 

 

MSB 23.10.080 Application.  All applications for purchase or use 

of Borough-owned real property shall be filed with the Manager 

according to the procedures adopted by Assembly resolution. Each 

application shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION:  

Land Management staff recommends that the Assembly approves 

Ordinance Serial Number 26-007 to allow the Manager to enter into 

this fair market value lease with Cellco Partners d/b/a Verizon 

Wireless and to approve the classification of a portion of the 

parcel as General Purpose Lands. 

  



IM 26-010FN 

OR 26-007 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

 FISCAL NOTE 
Agenda Date: January 6, 2026 

 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY TO ENTER INTO 

A LEASE WITH CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS FOR A COMMUNICATION 

SITE LOCATED AT 5182 N. PITTMAN ROAD, WASILLA; AND TO CLASSIFY A PORTION OF 

THE SUBJECT PARCEL AS GENERAL PURPOSE LANDS. (MSB007983) 
   

FISCAL ACTION (TO BE COMPLETED BY FINANCE) FISCAL IMPACT    YES    NO 

AMOUNT REQUESTED   *Per lease schedule FUNDING SOURCE     Land Management 

FROM ACCOUNT #    203.000.000 4XX.XXX PROJECT 

TO ACCOUNT:     PROJECT #                      

VERIFIED BY: 
1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5

X M e r i s s a  C a r r e l l

S i g n e d  b y :  M e r i s s a  C a r r e l l  

 

 

 EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) 

OPERATING    FY2025    FY2026    FY2027    FY2028    FY2029    FY2030 

Personnel Services       
Travel       
Contractual   *     
Supplies       
Equipment       
Land/Structures       
Grants, Claims       
Miscellaneous       
TOTAL OPERATING       

 

CAPITAL       
  

REVENUE       
FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars) 

General Fund       
State/Federal Funds       
Other  *     
TOTAL  *     

 POSITIONS: 

Full-Time       

Part-Time       

Temporary       
 ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)    

 

 
APPROVED BY: 

1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5

X L i e s e l  Z a n t o

S i g n e d  b y :  L i e s e l  Z a n t o   
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