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I. CALLTO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly was held
on Tuesday, September 19, 2017, at the Borough Assembly Chambers, 350
E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, Alaska. The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m.
by Mayor Vern Halter.

II. ROLL CALL

Present: 7 - Assemblymember Jim Sykes, Assemblymember Matthew Beck,
Assemblymember George McKee, Assemblymember Steve Colligan,
Assemblymember Dan Mayfield, Assemblymember Barbara J. Doty
and Assemblymember Randall Kowalke

ITII. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Halter queried if there were any changes to the agenda.
The agenda was approved as presented by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck, Assemblymember
McKee, Assemblymember Colligan, Assemblymember Mayfield,
Assemblymember Doty, and Assemblymember Kowalke

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The pledge of allegiance was led by Ms. Patricia Fisher, a member of the
audience.

V. MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS
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There were no minutes of precedings meetings.

VI. REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE
A. AGENCY REPORTS (MSB 2.12.082; Seven minutes per person)

1. Reports From Cities
Mayor Bert Cottle, city of Wasilla, reported on activities of the City.

Mr. Nathan Wallace, Palmer City Manager, reported on the activities
of the City.

2. Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District

There was no report provided.

B. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Joint Assembly/School Board Committee On School Issues

Assemblymember Beck reported that there have been no recent
meetings.

2. Assembly Public Relations

Assemblymember Kowalke spoke to his attendance at a treehouse
opening at Mt. McKinely Wilderness Lodge that was built by Nelson
Treehouse and Supply, which is the company featured on the
television series Treehouse Masters. Related that the treehouse
provides spectacular views of Denali and the surrounding area. Stated
that the episode will premiere this Friday on the Animal Planet
channel.

Mayor Halter stated that due to the weather the view was limited and
related that the treehouse is very beautiful.

C. MANAGER COMMENTS
1. State/Federal Legislation
2. Strategic Planning Issues

3. Recycling Center Update

Ms. Molly Boyer, Valley Community for Recycling Solutions
Executive Director, provided an update on the recycling center.

4. Multifamily Development Update

Ms. Eileen Probasco, Planning and Land Use Director provided an
update regarding multifamily development.
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Mr. Moosey stated that the Mat-Su Transportation Fair will be at the
Menard Sports Complex on September 28. Related that there will be
an Emergency Preparedness Expo on September 30, which will also
be at the Menard Sports Complex. Reported on the trip to Kandiyohi
County, Minnesota that he took to look at options to positively impact
the Borough's landfill. Provided a status report on the sales tax
committee.

D. ATTORNEY COMMENTS
There were no comments provided.

E. CLERK COMMENTS
Ms. McKechnie spoke to the upcoming meeting schedule.
Assemblymember Doty spoke to concerns regarding serious incidents
have occured that are directly related to drone safety.
Assemblymember Colligan spoke in support of drone use education.

F. CITIZEN AND OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

17-057 1. Aviation Advisory Board: 05/25/17
2. Enhanced 911 Advisory Board: 06/13/17
3. Fairview RSA Board of Supervisors: 05/17/17, Resolution No. 17-02
4. Knik RSA Board of Supervisors: 01/11/17, Resolution No. 17-01
5. Transporation Advisory Board: 07/26/17
6. Sutton Community Council: 06/21/17

Sponsors: Borough Manager

The citizen and other correspondence were presented and no comments
were noted.

G. INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUMS

There were no informational memorandums presented.

VII. SPECIAL ORDERS

A. PERSONS TO BE HEARD (MSB 2.12.081; Three Minutes Per Person.)

There were no persons to be heard.

The meeting recessed at 6:46 p.m. and reconvened at 6:50 p.m.

B. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Three Minutes Per Person.)

OR 17-097 An Ordinance Amending MSB 17.17.100, Denali State Park Special
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Sponsors:

Yes:

Yes:

OR 17-109

Sponsors:

Land Use District Lot Area; MSB 17.18.090, Chickaloon Special Land
Use District Lot Area; And MSB 17.19.045(E), Sheep Mountain
Subdistrict; Intent, To Revise Minimum Lot Size Requirements.
Borough Manager

Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.
Mayor Halter opened the public hearing.

The following person spoke in support of Ordinance Serial No. 17-097:
Ms. Kristi Helgen.

There being no others present who wished to testify, the public hearing
closed and discussion moved to the Assembly.

Assemblymember Beck moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No.
17-097.

Assemblymember Colligan moved a primary amendment to
Ordinance Serial No. 17-097, by Inserting the following in MSB
17.17.100 and 17.18.090 after “4.75” and inserting a new
paragraph 2 in 17.19.045(E) that reads: “acres, except that if a
10-acre aliquot part parent parcel when surveyed is less than 10
acres, the parcel may be divided into to 2 equal size parcels.“ The
primary amendment passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

The main motion passed as amended by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

An Ordinance Approving The Acquisition Of Real Property, MSB Tax
Parcel Nos. 18N02E34B005 And 18N02E34B006, For The Amount Of
$250,000; And Acceptance Of $223,000 In Charitable Land Donation
From The Seller To The Borough For The Purpose Of Public Open Space
And Matanuska Riverfront Trails Connectivity (MSB007276).

Borough Manager

Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.

Mayor Halter opened the public hearing.
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Yes:

OR 17-111

Sponsors:

Yes:

OR 17-112

Sponsors:

There being no one present who wished to testify, the public hearing
closed and discussion moved to the Assembly.

Assemblymember Beck moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No.
17-109. The motion poassed by following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

An Ordinance Adopting The Ridge Trail, Trail Development Plan And
Approving The Land Classification Of 2 Borough Parcels, MSB Tax ID
Nos. 26N04W16C001 And 26N04W17D001, Being The South 1/2,
Section 16, And The South 1/2, Section 17, Township 26 North, Range 4
West, Seward Meridian, As Public Recreation Lands, Containing
Approximately 544 Acres To Be Known As The Ridge Trail System.

Borough Manager
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.

Mayor Halter opened the public hearing.

The following person spoke in opposition to Ordinance Serial No.
17-111: Mr. Art Wettanen.

There being no others present who wished to testify, the public hearing
closed and discussion moved to the Assembly.

Assemblymember Kowalke moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No.
17-111. The motion passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

An Ordinance Approving The Acceptance And Appropriation Of Fiscal
Year 2018 Community Assistance Program Funds In The Amount Of
$284.,202 To Fund 475, Project No. 47033.

RS 17-067: A Resolution Approving The Scope Of Work And Budget For
The Fiscal Year 2018 Community Assistance Program, Project No.
47033.

Borough Manager
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.
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Yes:

OR 17-113
Sponsors:

Yes:

OR 17-116

Sponsors:

Mayor Halter opened the public hearing.

There being no one present who wished to testify, the public hearing
closed and discussion moved to the Assembly.

Assemblymember Beck moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No.
17-112 and Resolution Serial No. 17-067. The motion passed by
the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

An Ordinance Adopting The Historic Herning Trail Concept Plan.
Borough Manager
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.

Mayor Halter opened the public hearing.

The following person spoke in support of Ordinance Serial No. 17-113:
Mr. John Brautigan.

There being no others present who wished to testify, the public hearing
closed and discussion moved to the Assembly.

Assemblymember Beck moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No.
17-113. The motion passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

An Ordinance Authorizing The Manager To Realign An Easement On
Borough Owned Land For Private Property Access.

Kowalke
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.

Mayor Halter opened the public hearing.

The following person spoke in support of Ordinance Serial No. 17-116:
Ms. Cathy Teich.

There being no others present who wished to testify, the public hearing
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Yes:

OR 17-117

Sponsors:

closed and discussion moved to the Assembly.
Assemblymember Kowalke moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No.
17-116. The motion passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

An Ordinance Authorizing The Manager To Enter Into A Lease Of
Borough-Owned Real Property With Insite Towers Development 2,
LLC., To Construct, Install, Maintain, Repair, Operate, And Manage A
Communication Site And Construct Driveway Access And Utilities, Tax
Parcel 24N05W15D002, Southeast 1/4, Northeast 1/4, (MSB007261).

Borough Manager
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.

Mayor Halter opened the public hearing.

There being no one present who wished to testify, the public hearing
closed and discussion moved to the Assembly.

Assemblymember Kowalke moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No.
17-117.

Assemblymember Kowalke moved to amend the lease associated
with Ordinance Serial No. 17-117 and IM No. 17-157, as follows:
""1) In Section 4. Rent. To strike the reference to 0.71 acres and
replace it with 0.67 acres; To strike the rent amount of $922.88
and replace it with $875.55 in both places; 2) In Section 9. Access
and Driveway Maintenance. To amend the first sentence of Section
9.1.1 to correct the specified access to the property to read as
follows (with the remaining sentences of Section 9.1.1 left
unchanged): Access to the Leased Premises will be from the Parks
Highway in accordance with the scenic byway requirements and
will be placed along the adjoining 20’ Power Line Easement within
the Wheatley Subdivision, Plat No. 73-7T, already in place
accessed along the east boundary, within the 50’ section line
easement. 3) EXHIBIT B. To strike the existing Exhibit B and
replace it with an updated Exhibit B to reflect the new access
location and calculate the driveway and utility area; and 4)
Addition of vicinity map. To include the attached vicinity map as
Exhibit B1 and amend section 12 of the lease to add it to the
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The following person spoke to concerns with Ordinance Serial No.
17-088 and noted that due to Dee Dee Jonrowe's pending retirement, that
she should be appointed as the Iditarod Ambassador: Mr. Jim Colver.

D. CONSENT AGENDA

1. RESOLUTIONS

2. ACTION MEMORANDUMS

AM 17-090

Sponsors:

AM 17-091

Sponsors:

AM 17-092

Sponsors:

AM 17-093

Sponsors:

AM 17-095

Sponsors:

Vacate A Portion Of West Fairview Loop As Part Of The New
Fairview Loop And Knik Goose Bay Road Intersection Project
Located Within Section 19, Township 17 North, Range 1 West,
Seward Meridian.

Borough Manager

Eliminate An Unused 15-Foot Wide Platted Utility Easement Within
The Area To Be Dedicated As Right-Of-Way For The Fairview Loop
- Knik Goose Bay Road Intersection Project, Located Within Section
19, Township 17 North, Range 1 West, Seward Meridian.

Borough Manager

Award Of Bid No. 18-016P To HDR Alaska, Inc., In The Contract
Amount Of $497,022 For Central Landfill Cell 4 Design And
Construction Management,

Borough Manager

Approval Of Change Order No. 3 To Lounsbury & Associates Inc In
The Amount Of $54,825 To Add Additional Design As Part Of
Foothills Boulevard And Caswell Lake Road Fish Passage Design,
Project No. 30114.

Borough Manager

Authorization to Purchase Sodium Chloride from Bering Marine
Corporation for the amount of $436,212.

Borough Manager
Assemblymember Beck moved to approve the consent agenda

as read into the record by the Clerk. The motion passed by the
following vote:
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Yes:

RS 17-070

Sponsors:

Yes:

Yes:

RS 17-071

Sponsors:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

A Resolution Approving State Legislative Priorities For Fiscal Year
2019.

Borough Manager

Assemblymember Doty moved to adopt Resolution Serial No.
17-070.

Assemblymember Beck moved a primary amendment to
Resolution Serial No. 17-070, to insert the following project:
"Fishery funding for Mat-Su Sonar Wares and other tools to
improve Mat-Su Salmon runs." The primary amendment
passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

Assemblymember Doty moved to postpone Resolution Serial
No. 17-070 to a time certain of October 17,2017. The motion
passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

A Resolution Approving Federal Legislative Priorities For 2019.
Borough Manager
Mayor Halter read the legislation into the record.

Assemblymember Sykes moved to adopt Resolution Serial No.
17-071.

Assemblymember Sykes moved a primary amendment to
Resolution Serial No. 17-071, by inserting a new project as
follows: "Federal Road Funds to Protect Both People and
Roads Where erosion threatens both Residents and Major
Highways - $25-$35 MILLION - The Glenn Highway has two
reaches that are often threatened by erosion and/or flooding.
During 2016, the state of Alaska stepped up to
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Yes:

RS 17-072

Sponsors:

Yes:

AM 17-094

Sponsors:

protect more than just the road, but took action to protect
property outside the road easement that provides a larger
buffer to protect the Old Glenn Highway. Protection measures
such as bank stabilization, channelization, dikes, and
revetments can be put in place well in advance of potential
erosion and flooding much more cheaply than waiting for
water to overtop the road. Glenn Highway Mile Post 63.5 to
Mile Post 65.5 is a prime example where advance protection
can help both residents near the river and allow a wider buffer
of protection for the highway. On the Lower Matanuska the
Old Glenn from Mile Post 13 to Mile Post 17 remains at risk
and subject to the same risks and opportunities to protect as
the Upper Glenn Highway. Just these two instances could cost
between $25 and $35 million for meaningful protection for
these areas for a long time to come."

Assemblymember Sykes moved to postpone Resolution Serial
No. 17-071 to a time certain of October 17, 2017. The motion
passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

A Resolution Amending The Scope Of Work For Project No. 10151,
Account No. 4200, Sub Account No. 4203, For The Purpose Of
Purchasing Equipment, Supplies, And Facility Upgrades Specifically
For Dog Enhancement.

Borough Manager

Assemblymember Sykes moved to adopt Resolution Serial No.
17-072. The motion passed by the following vote:

7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

Award Of Bid No 18-031B To Tew’s Inc. In The Contract Amount Of
162,900.00 For Solid Waste Transportation, Southern Route.

Borough Manager
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.
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Assemblymember Mayfield declared a conflict of interest, noting that
Mr. Tew is his opponent in the upcoming election.

Mayor Halter ruled that Assemblymember Mayfield had a conflict of
interest and would be recused from voting.

Assemblymember Mayfield exited the meeting.

Assemblymember Sykes moved to adopt AM 17-094. The
motion passed by the following vote:

Yes: 6- Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Doty, and Assemblymember Kowalke

Recused: 1- Assemblymember Mayfield

Assemblymember Mayfield re-entered the meeting.
The meeting recessed at 8:11 p.m. and reconvened at 8:16 p.m.

Assemblymember Sykes exited the meeting during the recess to
attend to personal obligations.

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

OR 17-088

Sponsors:

An Ordinance Amending MSB 17.55, Setbacks And Screening Easements;
Amending Definitions And Eliminating Unnecessary Language.

Borough Manager
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.

MOTION PENDING: Assemblymember Beck moved to adopt
Ordinance Serial No. 17-088.

Assemblymember Mayfield moved a primary amendment to
Ordinance Serial No. 17-088, as follows: "1) to delete the definition of
“belowground structure”; 2) to delete the proposed changes to the
definition of the word “structure” and leave that definition
unchanged; 3) to delete the section of the ordinance amending MSB
17.55.100(A) (titled Section 3); and 4) to delete the section of the
ordinance amending MSB 17.55.010(B) (also titled Section 3)."

Assemblymember McKee moved to postpone Ordinance Serial No.
17-088 to a time certain of October 17,2017. The motion failed by
the following vote:
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Yes: 1- Assemblymember McKee

No: 6- Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck, Assemblymember
Colligan, Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

The primary amendment failed by the following vote:
Yes: 2 - Assemblymember McKee and Assemblymember Mayfield

No: 5- Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck, Assemblymember
Colligan, Assemblymember Doty, and Assemblymember Kowalke

Assemblymember Beck moved to amend Ordinance Serial No. 17-088
by substitute ordinance. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck, Assemblymember
McKee, Assemblymember Colligan, Assemblymember Mayfield,
Assemblymember Doty, and Assemblymember Kowalke

The main motion passed as amended by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck, Assemblymember
McKee, Assemblymember Colligan, Assemblymember Mayfield,
Assemblymember Doty, and Assemblymember Kowalke

IX. VETO

There were no vetoes.

X. NEW BUSINESS

A. INTRODUCTIONS (For Public Hearing 10/17/17) Assembly Chambers)

OR 17-096 An Ordinance Amending MSB 17.61, Core Area Conditional Use Permit
Requirements, To Prohibit Private Landfills Within The Core Area.

Sponsors: Beck

OR 17-118 An Ordinance Accepting And Appropriating $108,040 From The Alaska
State Department Of Military And Veteran’s Affairs, Emergency
Management Performance Grant Program, And Requesting A
Reappropriation Of §108,040 From The Emergency Management Fiscal
Year 2018 Operating Budget To Fund 425, Project No. 45285.
RS 17-069: A Resolution Approving The Scope Of Work And Budget
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For The Alaska State Department Of Military And Veteran’s Affairs,
Emergency Management Performance Grant, Project No. 45285, Fund
425, For Emergency Management Wages And Benefits.

Sponsors: Borough Manager

OR 17-119 An Ordinance Approving A Supplemental Appropriation Of $180,000
From The Central Mat-Su Fire Service Area Fund Balance, Fund 250, To
The Fiscal Year 2018 Central Mat-Su Fire Service Area Operating
Budget, Fund 250, For Wages And Benefits For Two Regular Full Time
Positions; Fire Marshal And Fire Training Officer.

Sponsors: Borough Manager
Ms. McKechnie read the legislation into the record.

Assemblymember Beck moved to introduce the legislation as read
into the record by the Clerk and to set the public hearings for
October 17, 2017. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

B. MAYORAL NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

1. VACANCY REPORT

17-058

Sponsors: Borough Manager
Enhanced 911 Advisory Board
Mark Baker, resignation
Platting Board
George Thompson
Talkeetna Sewer & Water Service Area No. 36
Colby Coombs

Assemblymember Beck moved to approve the appointments
and resignations requested by the Mayor. The motion passed
by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Assemblymember Sykes, Assemblymember Beck,
Assemblymember McKee, Assemblymember Colligan,
Assemblymember Mayfield, Assemblymember Doty, and
Assemblymember Kowalke

C. OTHER NEW BUSINESS

There was no other new business.
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D. REFERRALS (For Referral To The Planning Commission For 90 Days Or Other Date
Specified By The Assembly)

There were no referrals.

XI. RECONSIDERATION

There were no reconsiderations.

XII. MAYOR, ASSEMBLY, AND STAFF COMMENTS

Mr. Spiropoulos advised that he will not be at the next meeting as he will be
attending the municipal attorney’s conference.

Assemblymember Kowalke spoke in support of leveraging borough land and
resources for the good of borough residents. Noted his displeasure with last
minute amendments.

Assemblymember Doty thanked Ms. Boyer for the recycling update.
Thanked the city of Wasilla for looking at possibly banning single use plastic
bags. Spoke to her appreciation of the hard work Mr. Strawn did regarding
the septic setback issue.

Assemblymember Colligan thanked the body for interesting six years.
Related that his service on the Assembly has expanded his horizons. Noted
that he has learned to control thoughts and temper during heated discussions.
Stated that there have been many interesting issues throughout the years.
Somberly recalled when a World War II Veteran had his house foreclosed on
due to unpaid property taxes. Noted that it was through no fault of his own.
Reminded the body that taxes have a real impact on real people on a very
personal level. Stated that he is humbled to have had the opportunity to be on
the Assembly for two terms, which is a long time. Complimented Mr.
Moosey on his even handed approach to accomplishing everything he is
tasked with. Spoke to his admiration of Mr. Strawn for the strength and
courage he puts into his work. Spoke to his history of being a municipal
employee. Stated that when good staff are attacked, that it bothers him.
Opined that Borough employees do a good job and that it is not the job of the
Assembly to sit in an office and run the Borough. Related that he has
enjoyed working with Mayor Halter and that he appreciates his calm
demeanor and that he has enjoyed hearing his stories over the years.

Assemblymember Beck thanked everyone for their participation in the
meeting. Thanked Assemblymember Colligan for his faithful service.
Related that sitting by him has been a pleasure. Noted that the Assembly is a
team and that even though they have not always agreed, that there has
always been comradery. Stated that Assemblymember Colligan has been a
mentor and an example of leadership.
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Mayor Halter stated that he thoroughly enjoyed being on the Assembly with
Assemblymember Colligan. Opined that District 4 has benefited from his
expertise. Noted that although they have differed on issues, they always
agreed on education. Stated that he will miss Assemblymember Colligan.

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

XIV. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m.
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