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 Ordinance Serial No. 26-016 
  

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 26-022 

 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

APPROVING THE LAND CLASSIFICATION OF A BOROUGH-OWNED PROPERTY AS 

RESERVED USE LAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF A SHOOTING RANGE. (MSB008238) 

 

 

AGENDA OF:February 3, 2026  

ASSEMBLY ACTION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ACTION REQUESTED:  Introduce and set for public hearing. 

 

Route To  Signatures 

 

Originator 

1 / 1 6 / 2 0 2 6

X P e t e r  B u r t o n

S i g n e d  b y :  P e t e r  B u r t o n  

Land & Resource 

Manager 

1 / 2 1 / 2 0 2 6

X J o e  M e t z g e r

S i g n e d  b y :  J o e  M e t z g e r  

Community 

Development Director 

1 / 2 1 / 2 0 2 6

X J i l l i a n  M o r r i s s e y

S i g n e d  b y :  J i l l i a n  M o r r i s s e y  

 

Finance Director 

R e c o v e r a b l e  S i g n a t u r e

X C h e y e n n e  H e i n d e l

S i g n e d  b y :  C h e y e n n e  H e i n d e l  

 

Borough Attorney 

1 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 6

X N i c h o l a s  S p i r o p o u l o s

S i g n e d  b y :  N i c h o l a s  S p i r o p o u l o s  

 

Borough Manager 

1 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 6

X M i c h a e l  B r o w n

S i g n e d  b y :  M i k e  B r o w n  

 

Borough Clerk 

1 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 6

X L o n n i e  M c K e c h n i e

S i g n e d  b y :  L o n n i e  M c K e c h n i e  

 

ATTACHMENT(S): Map (1 pp) 

   Best Interest Finding (3 pp) 

   Public Comment (31 pp) 

   Planning Commission Resolution 25-30 (2 pp)  

   Ordinance Serial No. 26-016 (2 pp) 

    

SUMMARY STATEMENT:  

This ordinance is at the request of Assemblymember Bernier. 

 

The Land and Resource Management Division(LRMD) has identified a 

Borough-owned parcel for classification as Reserved Use – Shooting 

Range.  
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The 520-acre subject parcel, Tax ID 18N03W09A00, is located on the 

north side of Zero Lake Road approximately 2.5-mile drive from 

Parks Hwy. LRMD proposes to classify an approximately 55-acre 

portion of this parcel as Reserved Use Lands for future potential 

development as a shooting range. 

 

An inter-department review was conducted, and public notice has 

been completed in accordance with MSB 23.05.025. There are no 

objections from inter-department review. There are fifteen 

respondents from the public noticing, eleven in opposition and 

four in support.  

 

The Planning Commission adopted Resolution Serial No. 25-30 on 

January 5, 2026, recommending Assembly approval of this land 

classification.  

 

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION:  

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly approval of the land 

classification as set forth in the attached Best Interest Finding 

and Ordinance Serial No. 26-016.  
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BEST INTEREST FINDING  

For the 

Classification of Borough-owned Land 

 

I. Summary of Proposed Action 

 

In response to Assembly direction, the MSB Land & Resource Management Division (LRMD) 

has identified a Borough-owned parcel for classification as Reserved Use - Shooting Range.  

 

The 520-acre subject parcel, being Tax ID 18N03W09A00, is located on the north side of Zero 

Lake Road approximately 2.5-mile drive from Parks Hwy. LRMD proposes to classify a portion 

of this parcel as Reserved Use Lands for future potential development as a shooting range. A 

vicinity map is attached to assist with the location of the parcel.   

 

II. Property Site Factors 

 

A.  Location:  The subject parcel (Tax ID 18N03W09A001) is located on the north side of 

Zero Lake Road approximately 2 and 1/2-mile drive from Parks Hwy. The subject parcel 

is located in the Willow Area Community Organization, Inc. boundary just outside the 

Houston city limits. 

 

B.  Legal Descriptions:  SW1/4 SE1/4, N1/2 SE1/4, SW 1/4, NE 1/4 and S1/2 NW ¼ of 

Township 18N, Range 3W, Section 9, Seward Meridian.  

 

C.  Land Status: Acquired by Patent 2417, Book 98, Page 891, 1/24/75, Palmer Recording 

District. 

 

D.  Restrictions: 

1.  Land Classification – Currently Classified as Reserved Use and Forest 

Management  

 

2.  Land Use Plans – The property lies within the boundaries of the Willow Area 

Community Comprehensive Plan. The plan does not identify specific 

designations, restrictions, or development objectives for this parcel. 

 

3.  Title Restrictions – State of Alaska reserved all oil, gas, and mineral rights.  

 

4.  Covenants – None 

 

5.  Zoning – None 

 

6.  Easements & Other Reservations – A Public Use Easement exists for Zero Lake 

Rd. A private access easement for the benefit of parcel in NE1/4 of NW1/, 

recorded 2005-016780-0, 6/29/05. 

 

E.  Current Land Use: The current or near future use of the land may include Personal Use 

Firewood and/or Timber Harvest Sales.  
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F.  Surrounding Land Use: Surrounding properties are primarily undeveloped or used for 

residential and recreational purposes. 

 

G. Existing Infrastructure:  The existing Zero Lake Rd passes through the parcel, and the 

potential shooting range site is Northwest of the road. See attached map. 

 

H.  Soils & Terrain: The subject property contains a mix of soils.  The majority of the parcel 

is composed of Estelle which is a well-drained loam soil suitable for this development.  

The edges of the area contain Cryaquepts which are poorly drained wetlands.  

 

I.  Resources: There is no specific data on resources for this parcel.   

 

J.  Assessment: The 2025 assessed value of the entire 520-acre parcel is $484,500.00.  

 

III. Review and Comments  

 

The parcel has undergone departmental review.  Such review includes historical data, 

topography, access, adopted Borough plans, desirability of location, land value, and highest and 

best use of land.  Inter-department review revealed no objection to the proposed classification. 

 

Public notice was conducted in accordance with MSB 23.05.025. Fifteen public comments were 

received in response to the public notice. Eleven of the comments were in opposition, including a 

letter from the Willow Area Community Organization, Inc. (WACO) which voted 27-1 to send 

in a letter of opposition. Four comments were received that were in support.   

 

Public input in opposition highlighted: 

 

• Noise from gunfire is expected to carry long distances due to local topography and 

wetlands, disrupting the quiet character of the area and affecting sled dogs, pets, and 

wildlife. 

•  Environmental risks were emphasized, including potential lead contamination in soils 

and water given high water tables and proximity to a nearby stream, with possible 

downstream impacts to wetlands and the Little Susitna River.  

• Safety concerns such as stray bullets, increased traffic on unmaintained roads, and risks 

to recreational trail users and low-flying aircraft from nearby private airstrips.  

• Additional issues such as concerns with maintaining Zero Lake Road, monitoring lead 

contamination, lowered property values, and enforcing range rules or staffing for any 

potential future shooting ranges.  

 

Public input in support highlighted: 

 

• A need for more shooting ranges in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 

• Long travel times to other ranges. 

• Safety improvements with a controlled range.  

 

On January 5, 2026, the Planning Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 25-30 

recommending the Assembly approve of an ordinance classifying a portion of land located in tax 
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account 18N03W09A001 as Reserved Use Lands for the purpose of a future shooting range 

facility.  

 

IV. Analysis & Discussion 

 

In 2006, 5 acres of the 520-acre parcel was classified as Reserved Use Lands/ESF by Ordinance 

Serial No. 06-081. The remainder of the parcel is classified as Forest Management to support a 

timber sale by Resolution Serial No. 88-063. LRMD proposes to classify an approximately 50-

acre portion of the parcel as Reserved Use Land – Shooting Range.   

 

Classification of Borough lands for reserved use is consistent with the Borough’s Policy to create 

an asset management plan. Classification of this land will inform the public that this land could 

be the location for a future shooting range. The land classification will require Assembly 

approval. 

 

The classification for the parcel is a portion of the parent parcel. Surveying and subdividing the 

parcel by a plat or waiver subdivision prior to development may be desirable but is not required 

while the Borough owns the parent parcels.  

 

 

V. Administrative Recommendation 

  

The Community Development Department, Land & Resource Management Division respectfully 

requests Assembly review of the classification of a portion of Tax ID 18N03W09A001 as 

Reserved Use Land – Shooting Range as shown on the attached Vicinity Map. 

 

MSB 23.05.100(A)(13) defines “Reserved Use Lands” are those lands which have been 

transferred assigned, or designated for present or future public use, or for use by a government or 

quasi-government agency, or for future development of new town sites, or for future expansion 

of existing public uses.  

 

Authority: Classify land MSB 23.05.005, 23.05.100 
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