Assemblymember Yundt Resolution Serial No. 24-056

I move to amend Resolution Serial No. 24-056 as follows:
To insert the following clause:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Matanuska-Susitha Borough Assembly reaffirms its
commitment to the Alaksa Long Trail for the reasons expressed in Resolution Serial No. 21-045.



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 21-087

SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY
SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED STATE OF ALASKA GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND
$13.2M ALLOCATION FOR THE FAIRBANKS TO SEWARD MULTI-USE TRAIL ALSO
KNOWN AS THE ALASKA LONG TRAIL.

AGENDA OF: May 18, 20201
Assembly Action:
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MANAGER RECOMMENDATION : Present to the Assembly for
consideration.

APPROVED BY MICHAEL BROWN, BOROUGH MANAGER: \Aﬁﬂid#r—\

Route To: | Department/Individual Init;als Remarks
Originator 5?&%%;/’
Community Development d?
Directox -
Finance Director (j)x,
Borough Attorney 5;z%ﬁé5b@iﬁ
Borough Clerk (:f5%ﬂ45§auza KX?E?
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PRTAB Resolution Serial No. 20-02 (2 pp)
Long Trail Project Descriptions Table (1 p)
Resolution Serial No. 21-045 (3 pp)

SUMMARY STATEMENT:

The Alaska Long Trail is an initiative sponsored by a coalition of
partners and led by Alaska Trails that seeks to establish a 500-
mile trail from Seward to Fairbanks.

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Land and Resource Management
Division’s Policies and Procedures Manual Part 25, Public
Easements and Rights-of-Way, Section 3.5, states “it is the policy
of the Borough to provide for an integrated network of easements,
rights-of-ways, and trails, etc.” Furthermore, the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough'’s location is a keystone position for connectivity
along the proposed Alaska Long Trail, between Seward and Fairbanks.

The State of Alaska’s proposed general obligation bond includes a
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$13.2M allocation for the Alaska Long Trail. Projects in the Bond
Measure are “shovel ready”, therefore once funding is available,
these trail-building projects will provide employment
opportunities for Alaskan residents. The construction of the
Alaska Long Trail would also provide additional reasons for
visitors to spend time and money in the Borough. This will help
create more opportunities for local businesses.

The Alaska Long Trail project list identifies $1.9M for trail
construction connecting Government Peak Recreation Area with the
Hatcher Pass area. This is consistent with the Borough'’s Hatcher
Pass - Government Peak Unit Asset Management and Development Plan
(2012), and the State’s Hatcher Pass Management Plan (2010).

The Alaska Long Trail would have the additional benefit to expand
recreation opportunities for residents, providing more chances for
Alaskans to be active, healthy and happy.

If the general obligation bond does not move forward, the
legislation includes language to support shifting the funding to
the State’s capital budget.

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Parks, Recreation, and Trails
Advisory Board (PRTAB) approved PRTAB Resolution 20-02, on October
26, 2020, in support of the Alaska Trails Initiative and Alaska
Long Trail.

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION:

Borough Assembly approval of the resolution supporting the
proposed State of Alaska general obligation bond $13.2M allocation
for the Fairbanks to Seward Multi-Use Trail, also known as the
Alaska Long Trail.
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
PARKS, RECREATION AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD
RESOLUTION NO. 20-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PARKS, RECREATION,
AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD SUPPORTING THE ALASK TRAILS INITIATIVE,
STATEWIDE TRAILS INVESTMENT STRATEGY, AND ALASKA LONG TRAIL.

WHEREAS, the non-profit organization Alaska Trails has

established a coalition of partners with links to parks, recreation
and trails; and

WHEREAS, the coalition has drafted documents identified as
the Alaska Trails 1Initiative and Statewide Trails Investment
Strategy; and

WHEREAS, the coalition has identified a project known as the
Alaska Long Trail as a 500 mile route from Fairbanks to Seward, as
a key project for establishing trail connectivity statewide; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Trails Initiative, the Statewide Trails
Investment Strategy, and the Alaska Long Trall offer opportunities
for trail development and investment in the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough; and

WHEREAS, Alaska Trails 1is seeking formal partnerships and
have asked the Borough to sign on to the Alaska Trails Initiative,
the Statewide Trails Investment Strategy, and support the Alaska

Long Trail; and

PRTAB Resolution 20-02 10/22/2020
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WHEREAS, the Parks, Recreation and Trails Advisory Board
guides decision making for trails and recreation development in
the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, trail infrastructure investments on Matanuska-
Susitna Borough lands will require maintenance costs for new
development, the Statewide Trails Investment Strategy shall
consider the costs and need for long term maintenance of these
investments; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Parks, Recreation,
and Trails Advisory Board supports the Alaska Trails Initiative,
the Statewide Trails Investment Strategy and the Alaska Long Trail,
provided that the cost of maintenance 1s <considered for
infrastructure investments, and recommends the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough Assembly adopt a resolution in support of these efforts.

Adopted by the Matanuska-Susitna Parks, Recreation, and

/-

Trails Advisory Board this 26th day of October, 2020.
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Ed Strabel, Chairperson
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PRTAB Resolution 20-02 10/22/2020
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Department of Natural Resources
Division of Parke

Long T'rail Project Descriptions

Senate Transportation Comnuttee
Senate Bill 74

Unrestricted | Designated
Greneral Generul
Scuale Funds Funds Other Federl
Department Tirle Secrion Digmier |Descriprion (UGH) (DGT) Funds Funds Taowal | Pund Source
atacal Faubunks 10 Seward Multi-Usze Recreation Trail Secure eaterments, consttust a new section of trail on Ester Dome, and Other - GO
Resources Crinst ion Fawbanks Equmes Trwl [ bunld tealheads; ronnects ta the Menana-Farrbanks segment. 1,200.0] 1,200.0|Bonds
Mansral Fatbanks 1o Seward Malti-Uss Recreation Trail T T T’ Cther - GO
Resautces Construction Isberp, 4-Scazon Tl Connectians C 4 miles of trail hacdenieg for all-szason use and tratlhead constzuction. 1.200.0 1,200,0| Bondz
MHaniral Fathanks to Seward Multi-Use Recreation Tral 78 new mles of tecteational multi-uze trails taraugh Tanana Valley State Diker - GO
Resourzes Construction Menana-Farbanks & Foirsl, sting forsst roads. 1,600.0 L6000 Bonds
Hew parhang ares westioam, with shost eusy loap tea
Hatural Faitbanks eward Multi-Use Fecreatian Trail ! 1 mote sdvent t= up ta Dienali MNational Patk, second phase Cther - C
Canstructios Antler Cresk (5 d ATV/ hiking trail syztem nonth to Ctto Lake, 300.0) 500.0| Bands
Faubanks to S2ward Muiti-Use Recreation Trail e ovet the Menana By cnnes Cther - GO
Canstruction {eklinley Village/Nile 221 C weafle 22000 2,200.0| Bondz
Faitbanks to Saward Multi-Lite Becreatisn Tral | Government Peak Becteation Area to Skeatank & Cither - GO
Corstruction area Conne Tra E 1,600.0 1,900.0| Bands
Fatbanks 1o Sewird Multi-Use Fecreation Tral Othez - GO
(Constructicn Coattal Traid to Ship Crack 200.0 §00.0| Bonds
Facbanks to Seward Multi-Use Recreation Tl on a trail of statewide apmilicancs that is washing Cithee - GO
Conztuction Crow Pass-Eagle Faver Trail G into Eagle River, 1,200.0 1,300.0) Bonds
Fairhunhs to Seward Multi-Use Becreation Tl Cithet - GO
Carstiuction Turnagan Aun Tl Cannection H-M Filling the shait gap m the Bl system fam Gudwood to Anchorage. 300.0] 300.0] Bonds
! Faittanks to Seward Multi-Use Recreation Trail|*Southems Trek” of the Iditacod Mational Histoe Cithee - GO
Resoutges Constiuetion Teail (] Five bridpes and a new trailhead on the coute from Fewrard 10 Giedwnod. 2.200.0] ,200.0{ Bonds
Nutural Fairbanks 1o Seward Multi-Use Recreation Other - GO
Resonmes ‘T'rail Construction Praject Total 13,200.0 13,200.0| Bunds
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Adopted: 05/18/21

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 21-045

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING
THE PROPOSED STATE OF ALASKA GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND $13.2 MILLION
ALLOCATION FOR THE FAIRBANKS TO SEWARD MULTI-USE TRATI ALSO KNOWN
AS THE ALASKA LONG TRAIL
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za Trails that sesks to
establish a 500-mile trail from Ssaward to Fairbanks; and
WHEREAS, supporting the Alaska Long Tra:

the Matanuska-Susitna Borough’'s Land and Resource Management

rights-of-ways, and trails; and
WHEREAS, projects in the Bond Measurs are “showval raady",
which means once funding is available, these trail building

projects will provide much needesd jobs for Rlaskan residents; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Long Trail project list includes $1.9

million for trail construction <connecting Government Peak
Recreation Arsa with the Hatcher Pass zrea, within the Matanuska-

WHEREAS, the trails funded under this Bond MMeasure woutld bse
built to sustainable standards, greatly reducing tLhe costs for

trall maintenance; and
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WHEREARS, construction of the Alaska Long Trail would provids
additional reasons for visitors to spend timz and money in Alaska,
particularly highly sought-after, independent travelers from
around the world, helping to create jobs and new opportunities for
Alaskan businesses; and

WHERERS, the Alaska Long Trail would sexpand recreztion
opportunities for the local community, responding to the dramatic

increases in demand for outdoor recreation, and providing mors

chances for Alaska residents to be active, healthy and happy

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough stands to penafit; in
terms of job creation, business opportunities, and ta: revanus;

trails of the world; and
WHEREARS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Parks, Recreatiorn, and

Trails Advisory Board adopted Resolution 20-02 in support of the
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laska Long Trzil on October 26, 2020.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Assembly:

® supports investment of §13.2 million to fund trail
projects identified in the Governor’s general obligation
bond for the Fairbanks to Seward Multi-Use Trail, also
known as the Alaska Long Trail; and

* supports shifting this funding to the State's capital
budget if the general obligation bond does not move
forward

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this 18 day

of May, 2021.

VERN HAD

P, By

lsONNIE R.(JMcKECHNIE, CMC, Borough Clerk

(SEAL)

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: Hale, WNowers, McKee, Yundt, Tew, Sumner, and
Boeve
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