
Assemblymember  Yundt Resolution  Serial  No.  24-056

I move  to amend  Resolution  Serial  No.  24-056  as follows:

To insert  tlie  following  clause:

THEREFORE  BE IT RESOLVED,  tl'ie Matanuska-Susitna  Borough  Assembly  reaffirzns  its

commitment  to tlieAlaksa  Long  Trail  for  tlie  reasons  expressed  in  Resolution  Serial  No.  21-045.
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SUBJECT:  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  MATANUSKA-SUSITNA  BOROUGH  ASSEMBLY

SUPPORTING  THE  PROPOSED  STATE  OF  ALASKA  GENERAL  OBLIGATION  BOND

013.2M  ALLOCATION  FOR THE FAIRBANKS  TO SEWARD MULTI-USE  TRAIL  ALSO
KNOWN AS  THE  ALASKA  LONG  TRAIL.
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SUMMARY  STATEMENT:

The  Alaska  Long  Trail  is  an  initiative  sponsored  by  a  coalition  of

partners  and  led  by  Alaska  Trails  that  seeks  to  establish  a  500-

mile  trail  from  Seward  to  Fairbanks.

The  Matanuska-Susitna  Borough  Land  and  Resource  Management

Division's  Policies  and  Procedures  Manual  Part  25,  Public

Easements  and  Rights-of-Way,  Section  3.5,  states  "it  is  the  policy

of  the  Borough  to  provide  for  an  integrated  network  of  easements,

rights-of-ways,  and  trails,  etc."  Furthermore,  the  Matanuska-

Susitna  Borough's  location  is  a keystone  position  for  connectivity

along  the  proposed  Alaska  Long  Trail,  between  Seward  and  Fairbanks.

The  State  of  Alaska's  proposed  general  obligation  bond  includes  a
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613.2M  allocation  for  the  Alaska  Long  Trail.  Projects  in  the  Bond
Measure  are  "shovel  ready",  therefore  once  funding  is  available,

these  trail-building  projects  will  provide  employment

opportunities  for  Alaskan  residents.  The  construction  of  the

Alaska  Long  Trail  would  also  provide  additional  reasons  for

visitors  to  spend  time  and  money  in  the  Borough.  This  will  help

create  more  opportunities  for  local  businesses.

The  Alaska  Long  Trail  project  list  identifies  !91.9M  for  trail
construction  connecting  Government  Peak  Recreation  Area  with  the

Hatcher  Pass  area.  This  is  consistent  with  the  Borough's  Hatcher

Pass  Government  Peak  Unit  Asset  Management  and  Development  Plan

(2012)  and  the  State's  Hatcher  Pass  Management  Plan  (2010)

The  Alaska  Long  Trail  would  have  the  additional  benefit  to  expand

recreation  opportunities  for  residents,  providing  more  chances  for

Alaskans  to  be  active,  healthy  and  happy.

If  the  general  obligation  bond  does  not  move  forward,  the

legislation  includes  language  to  support  shifting  the  funding  to

the  State's  capital  budget.

The  Matanuska-Susitna  Borough  Parks,  Recreation,  and  Trails

Advisory  Board  (PRTAB)  approved  PRTAB  Resolution  20-02,  on  October

26,  2020,  in  support  of  the  Alaska  Trails  Initiative  and  Alaska

Long  Trail.

RECOMMENDATION  OF ADMINISTRATION:

Borough  Assembly  approval  of  the  resolution  supporting  the

proposed  State  of  Alaska  general  obligation  bond  613.2M  allocation
for  the  Fairbanks  to  Seward  Multi-Use  Trail,  also  known  as  the

Alaska  Long  Trail.
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA  BOROUGH

PARKS,  RECREATION  AND  TRAILS  ADVISORY  BOARD

RESOLUTION  N0.  20-02

A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  MATANUSKA-SUSITNA  BOROUGH  PARKS,  RECREATION,

AND  TRAILS  ADVISORY  BOARD  SUPPORTING  THE ALASK  TRAILS  INITIATIVE,

STATEWIDE  TRAILS  INVESTMENT  STRATEGY,  AND ALASKA  LONG  TRAIL.

WHEREAS,  the  non-profit  organization  Alaska  Trails  has

established  a coalition  of  partners  with  links  to  parks,  recreation

and  trails;  and

WHEREAS,  the  coalition  has  drafted  documents  identified  as

the  Alaska  Trails  Initiative  and  Statewide  Trails  Investment

Strategy;  and

WHEREAS, the coalition  has  identified  a project  known  as  the

Alaska  Long Trail  as a 500 mile  route  from  Fairbanks  to  Seward,  as

a key project  for  establishing  trail  connectivity  statewide;  and

WHEREAS, the Alaska  Trails  Initiative,  the  Statewide  Trails

Investment  Strategy,  and the  Alaska  Long  Trail  offer  opportunities

for  trail  development  and  investment  in  the  Matanuska-Susitnp

Borough;  and

WHEREAS, Alaska  Trails  is  seeking  formal  partnerships  and

have  asked  the  Borough  to sign  on to the  Alaska  Trails  Initiative,

the Statewide  Trails  Investment  Strategy,  and  support  the  Alaska

Long  Trail;  and

PRTAB  Resolution  20-02
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WHEREAS,  the  Parks,  Recreation  and  Trails  Advisory  Board

guides  decision  making  for  trails  and  recreation  development  in

the  Matanuska-Susitna  Borough;  and

WHEREAS,  trail infrastructure  investments  on  Matanuska-

Susitna  Borough  lands  will  require  maintenance  costs  for  new

development,  the  Statewide  Trails  Investment  Strategy  shall

consider  the  costs  and  need  for  long  term  maintenance  of  these

investments;  and

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  Parks,  Recreation,

and  Trails  Advisory  Board  supports  the  Alaska  Trails  Initiative,

the  Statewide  Trails  Investment  Strategy  and  the  Alaska  Long  Trail,

provided  that  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  considered  for

infrastructure  investments,  and  recommends  the  Matanuska-Susitna

Borough  Assembly  adopt  a  resolution  in  support  of  these  efforts.

Adopted  by  the  Matanuska-Susitna  Parks,  Recreation,  and

Trails  Advisory  Board  this  26th  day  of  October,  2020.

Ed Strabel,  Chairperson

ATTEST  :

PRTAB  Resolution  20-02
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Adopted:  05/18/21

MATWSKA-SUSITNA  BOROUGH

RESOLUTION  SERIAL  NO.  21-045

A RESOLUTION  OF  THE  MAT,Z't'aUSKA-SUSZTNA  BOROUGH  ASSE!4BLY  SUPPORTING
THE  PROPOSED  STATE  OF ALASKA  GENERAL  OBLIGATTON  BOND S13.  2 MILLION
ALLOCATION  FOR  THE  FAIRBANKS  TO  SEry7ARD  MULTI-USE  TRAZL  ALSO  Kb')OWN
AS  THE  ALASE'U'.  LONG  TRAIL

WHEREAS,  the  Alaska  Long  Tra'  .L ; s an  ini'cialzive  sponso'red  by

a coa!ition  of  partriers  an.d  !ed  by  Ai  aska  Trai1  s that  secks  to

sstab!ish  a 500-rrtile  trai  l  from.  Ssi,-iard  to  Fairbanks;  ari.d

Vi7HEREAS,  supporting  the  Alaska  Long  Trail  i s  consistent  i,-iith

ehe  t4atanuska-Susitna  Bororigh'  s Land  and  Resohirce  Management

Divisicn.  po1  icy  to  provide  for  an  ii"'itegrated  netwcirk  cf  sasem-ants,
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Vi7HEREAS,  projsc'cs  in  tha  B:-ind  t;leasars  are  "sho-v=3  rsady",

o,-iiiich  msans  onc-a  faridiriq  is  avai3ab1  e,  these  Irai1  bui  ldin.g

projects  viill  provide  much  needsd  jobs  for  Alaskan.  residents;  and

WHEREAS, the  A!aska  Lonc3 Trail  project:  l ist  inc!udes  Sl.  9

ra; l!  ; on  for  trail COn  S f  r  ll  C L '  Ori  conne  C f  '  n g GOVe  r  nrl'3  n 'f  Pe  a k

Recr=aticp  Ar=a  tvith  t)i=  l-',atch=r  Pass  area,  vii Lliiri  ths-  t4atariixska-

Sus:  tna  Boroagh;  and

xi';HEREPS,  ths  trafls  fi;rici=d  iander  this  Borid  Maasure  i,-ioi=ld  b=

bitil'c  to  sustai  r'iable  slari.dards,  grealty  reducing  Uhe  costs  for

trail  maintanance;  an.d
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WHEREAS,  coristracticir:  oi  tha  A!aska  Leri.g  Tra"  1 1701j1  d previde

addit:  Onaj  reaSons  far  V:  sitOrS  to  sp=nCl  L.ima  ar'r.Cl moriey  in. Alaska,

part'i  cularly  highly  soaght-after,  i ndependent  travel  ers  from

around  th=  v:tor1d,  1"ie3pirig  to  create  jobs  and new opporturiieies  for

Alaskan  basinesses;  ap.d
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opportunit;  es  for  ths  local  com.mi.iriity,  responding  to  th=  dramatic

increases  in  demand  for  outdoor  recreaeion,  and  providing  more

chances  for  Alaska  residen'cs  too  be  aciive,  hsal  thy  and  happy
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T/17HEREAS,  ri.ovi  'is  Izhe  time  to  i r'ivesL  in  a  sasta'i  n.ab!e  fu'cure

for  ti"ie  Matapuska-Susi!:ri,=  Bort-+iigh  ai-id  A!aska  by  sbpportirg

deve!opmsnt  of  a  ropt=  that  :.-y; 1 i  star,d  aiongsicL-  tha  oiher  qrard

trails  of  the  wor!d;  arici

WHEREAS,  the  Dylatanuska-Susi  tria  Borciuc31"'i  Parks,  Recreatior5  and

Trails  Advi  sory  Board  adopted  Rasoluti  or,  20-02  S ri  suppart  of  th=a
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NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  the  Assembly:

@ supports  investment  of  !913.2  million  eo  fund  trail

projects  identified  in  the  Governor'  s general  obligat.ion

bond  for  the  Fairbanks  to  Seward  Multi-Use  Trail,  also

known  as  the  Alaska  Long  Trail;  and

e supports  shifti  ng  this  funding  to  the  State'  s capiial

budget  if  the  general  obligation  bond  does  not  move

forward

ADOPTED  by the  Matanuska-Susitna  Borough  Assembly  this  18  day

of  May,  2021.
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