MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 17-151

SUBJECT: ASSEMBLY ADOPTION QOF THE HISTORIC HERNING TRAIL
CONCEPT PLAN,.

AGENDA OF: September 5, 2017
ASSEMBLY ACTION:

MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: Introduce and %%%ﬂfor'public hgariﬁg.

— N

APPROVED BY JOHN MOOSEY, BOROUGH MANAGER: A a
[ ] |
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Director
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Borough Clerk CWL 8/6)5/ 7/@)

ATTACHMENT (8) : L—’f'”

Fiscal Note @ yes X no

Historic Herning Trail Concept Plan (24 pp)

Knik-Fairview Community Council Resolution (1 pp)

Big Lake Community Council Letter of Support (1 pp)

Houston City Council Resolution (1 pp)

Parks, Recreation, and Trails Advisory Board Resolution
Serial No. 17-05 (2 pp)

Planning Commission Resolution Serial No. 17-35 (3 pp)
Assembly Ordinance (3 pp)

- 115

SUMMARY

The borough partnered with the Mat-Su Trails and Parks
Foundation, the Knik Chapter of the Iditarod Trail Blazers, the
Valley Mountain Bikers and Hikers, with National Parks Service
technical support to draft a concept plan for the Historic
Herning Trail. The project team included representatives from

Page 1 of 2 IM No. 17-151
Ordinance Serial No. 17-113



the partner organizations as well as from Big Lake Trails Inc.,
and the City of Houstomn.

The primary goal of the Herning Trail Concept Plan is to re-
establish the Herning Trail as a safe multi-use winter
recreation trail connecting Knik-Fairview, Big Lake and Houston.

The plan has been reviewed and is supported by the City of
Houston and the Communities of Big Lake and Knik-Fairview, as
well as the Borough Parks, Recreation, and Trails Advisory Board
and the Borough Planning Commission.

The trail was included in the 2016 Recreation Bond. The intent
is to divide the available Dbond funding between the three
communities and use the concept plan to guide for trail related
improvements.

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION:

The Community Development Department respectfully recommends
Assembly adoption of the Historic Herning Trail Concept Plan.
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Introduced by:
Date:

Action;

Vote:

KNIK-FAIRVIEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL, ALASKA
RESOLUTION 17- !

A RESOLUTION OF THE KNIK-FAIRVIEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL IN SUPPORT
OF THE HISTORIC HERNING TRAIL CONCEPT PLAN BY THE MAT-SU TRAILS
AND PARKS FOUNDATION AND THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the Mat-Su Trails and Parks

Foundation are seeking to direct combined resources towards improving and connecting trails
valley-wide; and

WHEREAS, a project 1o develop a trail concept plan for the Herning Trail has been
completed; and

WHEREAS, the historic Herning Trail and it's rights-of-way reach north from the Knik-
Fairview area through the Community of Big Lake into the City of Houston; and

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the Mat-Su Trails and Parks
Foundation are seeking the support of the Knik-Fairview Community Council to adopt the trail
concept plan and move towards development of this historic trail.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Knik-Fairview Community Council pledges
their support and participation in the implementing the Historic Herning Trail Concept Plan.

ADOPTED by the Knik-Fairview Community Councilon _ ¢ - /7~ (7

KNIK-FAIRVIEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL
vy

]
—
Bill Kendig, Prcsideng7L

ATTEST:

Teri Johnson, Secretary

Knik-Fairview Community Council Resolution No., 17- 1

OR 17-113
IM 17-151



June 15, 2017

To whom it may concern:

The Big Lake Community Council has unanimously voted to give their support of the historic Herning
Trail concept plan RS 2477 re-alignment by the Mat-Su Trails and Parks Foundation and the
Matanuska Susitna Borough.

It is with the understanding this project will reach north from Knik-Fairview area through the
Community of Big Lake and into the City of Houston. The Big Lake Community Council pledges their
support and participation in the implementation of the Historic Herning Trail Concept Plan.

Sincerely,

Sandy Baker
Vice President
Big Lake Community Council
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Introduced by: Councilmember Barney

Date: May 11,2017

Action: Adopted

Vote: Barney, Brunswick, Stout, Wilson and Thompson in favor
Johnson, Jorgensen absent

CITY OF HOUSTON, ALASKA
RESOLUTION 17-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSTON CITY COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF THE
HISTORIC HERNING TRAIL CONCEPT PLAN BY THE MAT-SU TRAILS AND
PARKS FOUNDATION AND THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the Mat-Su Trails and Parks
Foundation are secking to direct combined resources towards improving and connecting trails
valley-wide; and

WHEREAS, a project to develop a trail concept plan for the Herning Trail has been
completed; and

WHEREAS, the historic Herning Trail and its ri ghts-of-way reach north from the Knik-
Fairview area through the Community of Big Lake into the City of Houston; and

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the Mat-Su Trails and Parks
Foundation are seeking the support of the City of Houston to adopt the trail concept plan and
move towards development of this historic trail.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Houston City Council pledges their support
and participation in the implementation of the Historic Herning Trail Concept Plan.

ADOPTED by the Houston City Council on May 11, 2017.

THE CITY OF HOUSTON, ALASKA

Virg%’ Thompson, Mayor

Bold and Underline, added. S-tﬂke—ﬁife&gh-; deleted.

City of Houston Resolution No. 17-02
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
PARKS, RECREATION AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD
RESOLUTION NO. 17-05

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH -PARKS, RECREATION,
AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDING ASSSEMLY ADOPTION OF THE
HISTORIC HERNING TRAIL CONCEPT PLAN.

WHEREAS, the Mat-Su Trails and Parks Foundation, the Knik

Chapter of the Iditarod Trail Blazers, the Valley Mountain
Bikers and Hikers supported the Borough in applying for National
Parks Service technical assistance with the Herning Trail
Concept Plan through the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation
Assistance Program; and

WHEREAS, a Herning Trail project team was formed with
representatives from the Knik Chapter of the Iditarod Trail
Blazers, Big Lakes Trails 1Inc., the City of Houston, the
National Parks Service, the Mat-Su Trails and Parks Foundation,
and borough staff; and

WHEREAS, the project team held public scoping meetings in
Knik-Fairview, Big Lake, and the City of Houston to guide the
development of the Herning Trail Concept Plan; and

WHEREAS, a 30-day public comment period for the draft
Herning Trail Concept Plan concluded May 30, 2017; and

WHEREAS, over 50 sets of public comments were received and

addressed regarding the concept plan for the Herning Trail; and

PRTAB Resolution 17-05 6/26/2017
Page 1 of 2
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WHEREAS, the Knik-Fairview Community Council, the Big Lake
Community Council, the Houston City Council have adopted
resoluticns supporting the draft Herning Trail Concept Plan; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough Parks, Trails, and Recreation Advisory Board does hereby
recommend Assembly adoption of the Herning Trail Concept Plan.

Adopted by the Matanuska-Susitna Parks, Recreation, and

Trails Advisory Board this 26t day of June, 2017.

L><£gi;l*”4— ’ZT)(;\\__H

David Palmer, Chair

ATTEST:

N

\ “a li ) F
() S

Jill|Irsik, Admin. Secretary

PRTAB Resclution 17-05
Page 2 of 2
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By: Emerson Krueger

Introduced: July 17, 2017
Public Hearing: August 7, 2017
Action: Approved

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 17-35

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMENDING ASSEMBLY ADOPTION OF THE HISTORIC HERNING TRAIL
CONCEPT PLAN.

WHEREAS, the Mat-Su Trails and Parks Foundation, the Knik

Chapter of the Iditarod Trail Blazers, the Valley Mountain Bikers
and Hikers supported the Borough in applying for National Parks
Service technical assistance with the Herning Trail Concept Plan
through the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program;
and

WHEREAS, a Herning Trail project team was formed with
representatives from the Knik Chapter of the Iditarod Trail
Blazers, Big Lakes Trails Inc., the City of Houston, the National
Parks Service, the Mat-Su Trails and Parks Foundation, and borough
staff; and

WHEREAS, the project team held public scoping meetings in
Knik-Fairview, Big Lake, and the City of Houston to guide the
development of the Herning Trail Concept Plan; and

WHEREAS, a 30-day public comment period for the draft Herning
Trail Concept Plan concluded May 30, 2017; and

WHEREAS, minimal public comments were received and addressed

regarding the concept plan for the Herning Trail; and

Planning Commission Resolution 17-35 Page 1 of 2
Adopted: Rugust 7, 2017
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WHEREAS, the Knik-Fairview Community Council, the Big Lake
Community Council, the Houston City Council have adopted
resolutions supporting the draft Herning Trail Concept Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Parks, Recreation, and Trails Advisory
Board adopted a resolution of support for the draft Herning Trail
Concept Plan at their regularly scheduled meeting June 26, 2017.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough Planning Commission does hereby recommend Assembly
adoption of the Herning Trail Concept Plan.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission

this 7th day of August, 2017.

ézut,
"COLLEEN VAGU ir

ATTEST
/fﬁ“w
e
C;Z%Zgﬁ;:{fi o
MARY BRQDIGAN/) Rlanning Clerk
)

(SEAL)
YES: ya (o detodon, ct//mz7 Clustoso, Cloler, k/(w/um
- &vaff, ;;Eiacalx¢4ua,f
NO:
Planning Commission Resolution 17-35 Page 2 of 2
Adopted: RAugust 7, 2017
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