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Ordinance Serial No. 25-066 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 25-118 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

AMENDING MSB 17.23 PORT MACKENZIE SPECIAL USE DISTRICT REPEALING 

THE PORT DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AND ASSOCIATED STANDARDS. 

AGENDA OF: July 15, 2025 

ASSEMBLY ACTION: 

AGENDA ACTION REQUESTED:  Refer to Planning Commission for 90 days. 
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Originator 
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X A l e x S t r a w n
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Finance Director 

R e c o v e r a b l e S i g n a t u r e
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Borough Attorney 
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Borough Manager 
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Borough Clerk 

R e c o v e r a b l e S i g n a t u r e

X L o n n i e M c K e c h n i e

S i g n e d b y : L o n n i e M c K e c h n i e

ATTACHMENT(S): Ordinance Serial No. 25-066 (16 pp) 

MSB 17.23 Port MacKenzie Special Use District(17 pp) 

Planning Commission Resolution 25-14(3 pp)
Port Commission Resolution 25-01(3 pp)

SUMMARY STATEMENT: This ordinance repeals the requirement to 

obtain a Port Development Permit within the Port Mackenzie Special 

Use District. The existing permit process has proven to be 

duplicative and unnecessary, creating additional administrative 
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burdens, higher processing costs, and inefficiencies without 

providing significant benefits. Repealing this requirement will 

streamline the development process, reduce costs, and align more 

effectively with the practical management of public lands. 

 

The current requirement to obtain a Port Development Permit is 

redundant in the context of other existing regulatory frameworks. 

For instance, projects involving government-owned or managed land 

are already subject to comprehensive oversight by the MSB Land 

Management Division. The MSB lease process outlined in MSB Title 

23 adequately addresses the concerns that the Port Development 

Permit seeks to regulate, rendering the additional permit an 

unnecessary layer of oversight. 

 

Repealing the requirement will eliminate this redundancy, reduce 

bureaucratic delays, and facilitate smoother, more efficient 

project implementation.  

 

The Port Development Permit process, as currently structured, adds 

an additional layer of red tape that slows down project timelines. 

The review process and approval procedures for this permit often 

involve delays and excessive paperwork, diverting resources away 

from more critical tasks. In an era where efficiency and 

responsiveness are key to effective governance, such delays are 

counterproductive. Repealing the permit requirement will help cut 

unnecessary procedures, enabling projects to proceed more quickly 

and effectively. 

 

Maintaining the Port Development Permit incurs costs for the 

government in terms of staff time, administrative expenses, and 

resources to process the permit applications. It is important to 

note that nearly all the land subject to the Port Development 

Permit is already owned and managed by the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough. The Borough can effectively manage land development and 

ensure compliance with appropriate regulations without the need 

for a separate Port Development Permit process. Moreover, the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough has the authority to modify and adapt 

land-use plans as necessary to suit the evolving needs of the port 

and its stakeholders, further justifying the removal of a redundant 

permit process. 

 

Assembly Ordinance 25-066, supports the goals and objectives of 

the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Comprehensive, Economic Development 

Strategic Plan, and the Port MacKenzie Master Plan.  

 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Comprehensive Plan 

 

Goal E-2 Manage Borough owned lands in a manner that fosters 

economic development while ensuring quality of life. 
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Goal E-3 Create an attractive environment for business investment. 

 

Economic Development Strategic Plan 

 

Goal Three: Expand Mat-Su’s Economic Development Infrastructure. 

 

3A: Continue developing multimodal transportation and 

industrial infrastructure at Port Mackenzie.  

 

Port MacKenzie Master Plan 

 

6.1 Administrative Recommendations 

 

3) Review of Borough Code 17.23, Point Mackenzie Port Special 

Use District, 18,[sic] the Port and others to offer changes 

which will make management of the Port District more efficient. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION: Staff respectfully recommends 

that the Port Development Permit requirement be repealed in favor 

of streamlined regulatory practices that reduce bureaucracy and 

costs while maintaining appropriate oversight of government-owned 

and managed lands. 
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